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ABSTRACTS

Mihály Balázs: Observations on the Origins of the Csíksomlyó Pilgrimage

Th is article was inspired by Tamás Mohay’s (1959) earlier work (A csíksom-
lyói pünkösdi búcsújárás. Történet, eredet, hagyomány. [Th e Pentecost Pilgrimage 
in Csíksomlyó. History, Origin, Tradition.] Budapest 2009) and most recent work 
(Th e Shrine and Pilgrimage of Csíksomlyó in the second half of the Twentieth 
century – Academic Doctoral Dissertation, 2021), which convincingly revealed 
that the Battle of Hargita was a late-eighteenth century construction in the vein 
of invented traditions. However, more recent publications have started to suggest 
that the event might actually have happened. Th is article provides a detailed 
account of the events that unfolded in the Prince’s environment in the spring of 
1567, based on a previously ignored source, a letter from the Italian captain 
Giovanandrea Gromo (1518–1567?). On the basis of this source, it is safe to say 
that the idea that the battle really took place is physically impossible. Th e second 
part of the article off ers an analysis of the fi rst texts that promoted the myth 
(Chronology and Testimonium). Th e analysis shows that these texts quote 
passages from sixteenth-century Transylvanian parliaments in a distorted 
format, giving the impression that severe punitive sanctions were imposed on 
Catholics. Rhetorical analysis reveals that the two texts are not written according 
to the same rhetorical principles. Th e Testimonium clearly adapts the 
historiographical method, while the Chronology refl ects a strong infl uence of 
hagiography. On the other hand, the latter work refers to the written, but now 
lost or only orally transmitted tradition of persons who, although not 
authenticating the Battle of Hargita, make it likely that some tradition of the 
miraculous survival of the Catholic faith arose already in the second half of the 
seventeenth century, connected to the construction of the shrine in the same 
century.

Keywords: Battle of Hargita, Csíksomlyó (Șumuleu Ciuc) Pilgrimage, 
Origin Story; Mohay, Tamás (1959), Gromo, Giovanandrea (1518–1567?)
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József Sebestyén: Th e Sepsikilyén Medieval Unitarian Church and its 
Restorations

Th e article is dedicated to the memory of architect László Máté (1957–
2007).

Th e small village of Sepsikilyén (Chilieni) lies a few kilometers south of 
Sepsiszentgyörgy (Sfântu Gheorghe). It was fi rst recorded under the name Kylien 
in the register of Papal tithes from 1333.

A 1977 earthquake damaged the church. Between 1978 and the early 1980s 
archeological research was performed on the building, which discovered that it 
was originally a single-nave church – possibly from the 13th century – with no 
tower, and ending in an elongated semicircular apse. Th e walls of the nave, which 
are still standing today, were decorated with early 15th century murals. Scenes 
from the Legend of Saint László are on the upper section of the northern and 
western walls. Th e lower section, starting from the southern wall and fi lling the 
majority of the eastern half of the northern side, has restored scenes from the life 
of Jesus.

Th e church was fi rst remodeled at the end of the 15th century: replacing the 
old semicircular apse with a polygonal sanctuary. Th e walls of the nave were also 
raised, and a Late Gothic stone framed portal was opened. Th e year 1497 
inscribed into the keystone of the southern portal’s pointed arch may be the date 
of a phase of the remodeling, and its completion may have been during the fi rst 
decade of the 16th century.

In the last decade of the 1500’s, the congregation, by then converted to the 
Unitarian faith, took over the church in this state.

In 1799 a major renovation of the church began, including the completion 
of the painted wooden ceiling. In 1802 the work was interrupted by another 
earthquake which collapsed the sanctuary’s vault. It was replaced by new painted 
wooden plank ceiling similar to that of the nave. In 1829 a wooden-framed bell 
tower with brick walls was integrated into the western façade.

Th e most recent restoration work on this historic church began in 1994. In 
addition to the discovery and restoration of the Legend of Saint László and the 
other murals, the other important result was the reconstruction of the former 
Late Gothic southern portal.

Keywords: 13th century, ceiling, earthquake, Late Gothic, Legend of Saint 
László, life of Jesus, medieval Church, murals, portal, rehabilitation and 
restoration works, Sepsikilyén (Chilieni); Saint László; Máté, László (1957–2007)
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Dávid Gyerő: Religious Aspects in the Planning and Development of 
European Integration

Th is article explores ways in which Europe’s Christian character has 
manifested in the planning and in the later shaping of European integration, 
concluding that Christianity has been more an indirect factor in the integration 
process than a direct one.

Robert Schuman (1886–1963) observed that Europe will only live and 
survive aware of itself and its responsibilities, if it returns to the Christian 
principles of brotherhood and solidarity.

In the 2000s, during the accession of Hungary and Romania, Europe is still 
searching for its soul. Jacques Delors (1925), former President of the European 
Commission, also believed that Europe needs a soul.

Europe's Constitutional Treaty refers in general terms to its religious 
traditions and respect for the status of churches under the law of the Member 
States. On the other hand, it fails to acknowledge an obvious historical fact: the 
role of Christianity in shaping Europe's history and culture. Almost twenty years 
have passed since the signing of the Constitutional Treaty and the failure of its 
ratifi cation by the Member States. In 2023, Europe is still in the same position as 
it was in 1950 (under the Schuman era) and 2010 (under the Delors era): still 
experimenting to fi nd its soul. European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen (1958), refl ected this in her 2021 assessment speech on the state of the 
Union.

Keywords: Christian character, Christianity, Constitutional Treaty, 
European Union; Delors, Jacques (1925); Schuman, Robert (1886–1963); von 
der Leyen, Ursula (1958)


